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IIT-K don accused of sexual harassment

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA ™
NEW DELHI

have been asked to appear
before the Committee. Prof.
Dhrubes Biswas citing medical

ANOTHER SHANIE

profile, he is Professor of
Electronics & Electrical
Communication Engineering

o
With the country yet to reasons has gone on medical | hi and Professor of
overcome the shock of leave and has not appeared Entrepreneurship &
cases of sexual harassment before the Committee as yet. ent at IIT
against female interns, employ- The Institute has asked Prof. "He is an internationally rec-
ees and disciples, yet another ~ Biswas to intimate his on ognized expert in radio fre-
incident of outraging the mod- ngardix}ﬁ‘e rejoining the uency integrated circuits
esty of a woman has been Institute. Institute is RFIC) and in technology ven-
reported - this time from the all appropriate s to tures in Wireless Electronics,
;lo_mﬂgious Indian Institute of with the case,” IIT Cellular Phone Systems, and
echnology (IIT) . Registrar Dr T K Ghosal said communication related RFICs.
And it is the former hi through his official email to He is permanently based in
mﬂad of the Rajen The Pioneer. Boston, Massachusetts, USA,
School of Engineering According to sources, the while currently operating out of
Entrepreneurship, Prof institute has received a com- Kolkata, India."
Dhrbues Biswas, who has been Efmfromagirlstudent.who ortedl) Biswas, who is a PhD from
accused of sexual harassment in her to the IIT- o2 e Illinois, USA, joined IIT-KGP
by one of the project students KGP R office alleged | ®Prof. Dhrubes Biswas citing in 2007. Biswas is also associ-
in his department. that Prof Biswas made sexual -~ e ated with some of the impor-
The institute has instituted  advances against herand made  against the don. an unique experiment by {IT tant projects like Technology
a srobeandthedonhas report- some objectionable overtures. Sources informed that on Kharagpur to groom future Incubation and Development
edly been put under " While HRD Ministry several occasions in the past entrepreneurs who would of Entrepreneurs (TIDE),
suspension”. sources said a stern view on the  too Biswas was cautioned become more attentive to the Technology Refinement &
aserious view, the matter has been taken and the his overtures to the female needs of the society under the Marketin Programme
institute has immediately con- institute has reportedly sus- project students. mentorship of renowned and (TREMAP? and few assign-
stituted a Committee to exam- pended the professor, the Rajendra Mishra School enced industrialists as ment of Department of
ine the same. Several persons on denied having of Engineering as the researchers. Science & Technology,
including Prof. Dhrubes Biswas taken any immediate action Entrepreneurship was set up as As per Biswas' own official Government of India.
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More students opting for change of branch at II'T Bombay

Mihika Basu Fosted online: Thu Dec 12 2013, 03:18 hrs

Mumbai : The number of first year students opting for a change of branch at [IT Bombay has doubled since 2010,
indicating that performance in the institute is a better indicator of academic capabilities than their rank at the Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE). Accarding to data provided by the institute, the numbers were 32 in 2010 and went up to B3
this year.

The reasan, according to Prof P C Pandey, associate dean of academic programmes at [IT Bombay, may be due to
flexibility in the eligibility criterion.

As per changes introduced in 2011, a student with a cumulatve performance index (CPI) above nine is now permitted to
change from branch 'A'to 'B', strictly in CPI order, provided that the strength in branch B, to which the change is being
sought, does not exceed its sanctioned strength by more than 10 per cent.

"Earlier, a student who scared a CPI of nine may nat have been able to change theirbranch because the rules said the
numbers in branch A could not go below its sanctioned strength. As per the modified rules, there is no restriction on the
strength of branch A, which may go well below its sanctioned strength, during the application of this rule " said Fandey.

The branches, where the maximum number of students have been able to get a change this year, are ETech in
mechanical engineering (13), BTech in chemical engineering (121, BTech in computer science and engineering (107, dual
degree in electrical engineering (nine), BTech in electrical engineering (seven) and dual degree in mechanical engineering
(seven). In 2012, the top three popular choices were BETech in mechanical engineering (117, dual degree in electrical
engineering (10) and BTech in computer science and engineering (nine].

In a major shift in another rule, for students to be admitted from 2014 anweard, those wanting to apt for change of branch
may be allowed to do so solely based on their performance at IT Bormbay and not on the basis of branches to which they
were eligible at the time of admission through JEE, which is one of the possibilities at present.
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IIT-Guwahati to qlve; -'
Delhi new platform

NEW DELHI: Students of
Indian Institute of
Technology, Guwahati, will
organise prelims of
‘Technothlon - The
International School
Championship’ in the
Capital on July 13 next
year.
The mains of technothlon -
a platform to explore
reatmty of students - is
scheduled to be held in
September, 2014, at
Guwahati. The
international school
championship is part of the
annual techno-
management festival
“Techniche”.
Online registrations begin
on December 15.
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NASA says ISS cooling system

shut down, but no emergency

SAN FRANCISCO: NASA
is assessing a problem with
one of two cooling systems
aboard the International
Space Station, a potentially
serious but not life-threat-
ening situation, officials
said on Wednesday.

The system automati-
cally shut itself down after
detecting abnormal temper-
atures, said NASA spokes-
man Josh Byerly at the
Johnson Space Center in
Houston.

The problem appears
to be a faulty valve inside
a pump located outside
the station, a $100 billion
research complex that flies
about 250 miles (about 400
km) above Earth.

Repairs may require a

International Space Station

spacewalk, Byerly said.

‘If it’s a software prob-
lem, they could just do
a software update or do
a patch. If it’s a hardware
issue, that’s something else,
Byerly said. “We’ll know
more in the next day or so.

The six astronauts
aboard the station are not in
any danger and would not
need to evacuate, he added.

‘Some of the news
reports that I've seen out
there have been like ‘cata-
strophic shutdown’ That’s

not at all what this is; Byerly
said. ,
Equipment aboard the,
station affected by the shut-
down has either been pow-.
ered off or switched over to,
the station’s second cooling
loop, including three freez-
ers that hold science sam--
ples for return to Earth.
The station has three
spare pumps located outs
side the station if engineers.
determine the valve can-
not be repaired and man-
agers authorize a spacew
Byerly said. 1
US spacewalks have bee
suspended since July after
Italian astronaut Luca Par-
mitano’s spacesuit started
leaking, causing his helmet
to fill with water. ~ AGENCIES
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" ISB to help 1,000 students
establish tech start-ups

Biz school readies curriculum for entrepreneurship

K.V. Kurmanath
Hyderabad, Dec. 12
Indian School of Business,
which charges a premium for
its courses, is going to do
something different. It is going
to help 1,000 engineering stu-
dents establish start-ups, real-
ising their entrepreneurial

dreams.

Those who want to become
entrepreneurs can opt for an
elective on entrepreneurship
in the first semester of their
third year.

In association with the IT
Ministry of Andhra Pradesh
Government, ISB will select 50
students each from 10 top en-
gineering colleges. ISB is in the
process of preparing a curricu-
lum for the elective, which will
be introduced from the second
half of next calendar year.

“We will pick them in the
third year. And for the next
four semesters, they will un-
dergo training on various as-
pects of starting an enterprise.
Right from turning a business
idea into a business project to
execute it,” Aruna Reddy of
ISB’s Entrepreneurship Cen-
tre, directing the initiative,
told Business Line.

P In association
with the Andhra
Pradesh
Government, ISB
will select 50
students each
from 10 top
engineering
colleges.

At the end of the course,
short-listed students would be
invited present their project
ideas to a gathering of PEs and
angel investors at the ISB.

From the Government side,
Jawahar Knowledge Centres

is funding and coordinating

the programme. ITIT (Hydera-
bad), BITS (Hyderabad), NIT

(Warangal) and Srinidhi insti-
tute would act as hub centres.
Faculty from these centres
would get training from the
business school. They, in turn,
would train the faculty of the
other colleges that will join the
course.

The State Government
would collect Rs 2,000 from

each student taking up the en-
trepreneurship course. “In-
stead of ending up as job
seekers, they can employ peo-
ple. We will connect tﬁzm
with the seed funding agencies
and private equity players,”
Sanjay Jaju, Principal Secreta-
ry (IT and Communication,
Govt of AP), said.

Amarnath Reddy Atmakuri,
Chief Executive Officer of
JKC, said only a fraction of the
two lakh employees found
jobs, leaving a large number of
students jobless. “But if you
help them turn entrepreneurs,
they can provide jobs instead,”
he said.

Though they are tying up
with only 10 engineering col-
leges in the initiative, the Gov-
ernment is planning to bring in
more colleges under the pur-
view of the programme,

“The students will have
both theoretical and practical
classes. They will get to listen
to experts once in six months.
We need to improve product
ecosystem in order to create
more jobs,” Ponnala Laksh-
maiah, State Minister for IT,
said. :

kurmanath.kanchi@thehindu.co.in
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Meet on precision engineering at NIT-C

Staff Reporter

The Department of Mechanical Engineering, National Institute of Technology, Calicut (NIT-C), is organising an
international conference on Precision, Meso, Micro and Nano Engineering (COPEN-8) from December 13 to 15 on the
NIT-C campus.

C.G. Krishandas Nair, former chairman, Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL) Bangalore, will inaugurate the conference
at the Arvabhatta Hall of the Institute on Friday morning. M.D. Sreekumar, Managing Director, HMT Bangalore, will
preside over the function.

The conference aims to emphasise on the partnership, connection, and synergy between applications and analytic
foundations of meso, micro, and nano engineering, said the organisers in a release here.

In view of the convergence of areas covered in the conference, a harmonious fusion of technical sessions was planned.
This year, the organisers received about 300 technical papers that were peer reviewed by two experts and 260 papers
were selected from the list to be presented during the conference. “We have seven keynote speakers, from the country
and outside,” said the organisers.

There would be 25 parallel technical sessions during the conference. Delegates from almost all ITTs, NITs, and reputed
institutions in India were attending the event An industrial exhibition and a book fair would also be part of COPEN-8.
The conference schedule was posted on COPEN-8 website. The valedictory function is scheduled at 11 a.m. on

December 15. This was the eighth edition of a bi-annual conference started in IT'T Madras in 2000, the organisers said.

Keywords: NIT Calicut, COPEN-8, precision engineering, nano engineering, meso and micro engineering

Printable version | Dec 13, 2013 11:37:58 AM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/kozhikode /meet-on-precision-
engineering-at-nite/article 5450858.ece

© The Hindu
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New DNA method
by Indian-origin
prof at Cambridge

Prasun Sonwalkar
u letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: A group founded by an
Indian-origin professor at the
University of Cambridge has
developed a new DNA sequenc-
ing technology that could greatly
improve understanding of can-
cel, embryo formation, stem cells
and brain function.

The mechanisms which cause
certain genes to be switched on
or off, and are thought to play
a role in cancer development
and stem cell differentiation,
can now be accurately detected
and studied through the new
DNA sequencing method,

The technology developed by
Cambridge Epigenetix founded
by the Chennai-born Professor
Shankar Balasubramanian ena-
bles researchers to understand
modifications to DNA, by detect-
ing ‘extra’ DNA bases, which until
now could not be definitively iden-
tified, a university release said.

Balasubramanian said: “What
owrresearch groupand Cambridge
Epigenetix are doing is bringing
this capability to go beyond the
standard four letters of the genetic
alphabet in a way that benefits
from all the general innovation
brought from ‘next generation’
sequencing technology, such as
the Solexa/Illumina approach.”
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Publicati-gn: The Times Of India Delhi, Date: Dec 13, 2013, 5ection: Times City;Page: 6,
Interim VC

for IP
University

TIMES NEWSNETWORK

Mew Delhi: Anup Singh Be-
mwal, dean. Unmersity
School of Humanities and
Social Sciences, will be the
officiating vice-chancellor
of Guru Gobind Singh In-
draprastha University Be-
niwal. by virtueof beingthe
longest serving dean., took
over charges from Prof DK
Bandyopadhyvax whose
term as VO came to an end
on Wednesday:

Delhi government could
not complete the process of
appointment of the VO be-
fore the termaof Bandvopad-
hyay gaot over: As per rules,
the longest serving dean
takes overasan interim Vi,
But Beniwal's term ocould
be alonger one whichmight
also include the admission
sesslon as Delhi 1s witness-
ing political uncertainty af-
ter the assembly election.
Beniwal 1= a scholar of En-
glish literature and has
written several research pa-
persand books,



